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MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT — WAVE ENERGY PROJECT —  
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

555. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Given that the Premier was launching a Labor Party policy in front of 
Carnegie-branded banners, why is this not a potential or perceived conflict of interest for Hon Alannah MacTiernan, 
as she was a Carnegie shareholder at that time? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I will just explain this to the member for Warren–Blackwood again. Hon Alannah MacTiernan was not a member 
of Parliament; she attended a launch. She attended lots of launches. 
Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Let me address you, my friend. If the argument is, as was put by the member for Cottesloe 
last night, that she at one point in time held some shares before she became a member of Parliament and a minister 
and that therefore what happens in government is influenced by the fact that at some point in the past she held some 
shares, the question therefore for the member for Warren–Blackwood is: did he exclude himself from any 
discussions in cabinet about matters to do with liquor, considering that at one point in time he owned a liquor store? 
Mr D.T. Redman: When I had a liquor store, yes. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: When he had a liquor store, yes. So when he did not have a liquor store, he did not exclude 
himself. Hon Alannah MacTiernan did not hold any shares. 

Point of Order 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: Mr Speaker, we are talking about Carnegie Wave Energy, and — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, the point of order will be heard in silence. 
Ms M.J. DAVIES: The Premier is talking about nothing to do with the question at hand. He is talking about 
a liquor licensing matter that has nothing to do with the question that was asked. 
The SPEAKER: No, in my opinion the Premier is talking about having an interest in something, which is the 
question that was asked, and he is just answering in his own way. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr M. McGOWAN: As the member for Cannington just said, it is what is called an analogy. The Minister for 
Transport raised this last night, so it is not new; the member heard it yesterday. The member owned a liquor store 
at one point in time, and I recall that when he owned that liquor store he participated very fully in debates in this 
house about my plans for small bars and liquor stores being able to open on weekends. He was in here, arguing in 
those debates at that time when he owned a liquor store. Let us think about that. He was participating when he 
owned a liquor store. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Premier! Members, you asked the question. You might not like the answer, but it is the answer 
you are getting. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I was shepherding through this Parliament, against the objections of the National Party, the 
reforms that have transformed our liquor and hospitality industry in this state, and the member for Warren–Blackwood 
was in here voting and arguing against them when he owned a liquor store. He should not come in here, pretending 
that he has some sort of standards, because he does not. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan gave the shares away to Leprosy Mission Australia before becoming a member of 
Parliament. The member for Warren–Blackwood is trying to say that because at some point in time she held some 
shares in a company related to an issue about which she has held a view for decades, and that because as a minister 
no longer holding those shares her portfolio made a decision on an issue after a tender process, she is somehow 
conflicted. One, that is absolute hypocrisy on the part of the member; but, secondly, it is absolutely preposterous. 
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